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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel Claim 16 without prejudice. 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Previously Amended) A method for closing a wound in a blood vessel of a 
patient, comprising: 

providing a guidewire extending through the wound and out of the patient; 

providing a catheter adapted to accommodate the guidewire and comprising a 
lumen, the catheter having at least one hole fonned through a side of the catheter, the at 
least one hole communicating with the lumen; 

providing a source of suction; 

placing the lumen into cominunication with the source of suction; 

providing a retractor having a plurality of elongate retractor anns; 

couphng the retractor to the catheter so that a distal end of each retractor arm is 
positioned proximal of the hole a distance at least the same as a thickness of a wall of the 
blood vessel, 

mounting a hemostatic material onto an outer surface of the catheter, 
threading the catheter over the guidewire; 

advancing the catheter and retractor over the guidewire until blood is drawn 
through the at least one hole m the lumen; 

actuating the retractor to at least partially provide an access path to an outer wall 
of the blood vessel surrounding the wound; 

advancing the hemostatic material over the outer surface of the catheter into 
contact with the outer wall of the blood vessel; and 

removing the retractor, catheter and guidewire. 

2. (Previously Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein the hemostatic material 
comprises an absorbent material, and additionaUy comprising holding the hemostatic material in 
position until it is anticipated that the hemostatic material has become at least partially soaked 
with blood, 

3. (Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 additionally comprising applying a flowable 
adhesive to the hemostatic material before the material is advanced into contact with the blood 
vessel 
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4. 



(Withdrawn) The method of Claim 1 additionally coixiprising applying adhesive 



to a portion of the blood vessel adjacetit the puncture wound prior to advancing the hemostatic 
material into contact with the blood vessel. 

5 . (Previously Amended) The mefliod of Claim 1 additionally comprising applying 
a flowable adhesive to the hemostatic material after the material has been advanced into contact 
with the outer wall of the blood vessel. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim I additionally comprising providing a viewing 
portion communicating with the lumen and adapted to enable identification of bodily fluids 
drawn through the lumen. 

7. (Original) Itie method of Claim 6, wherein the catheter is substantially 
transparent, and the viewing portion coitiprises the catheter. 

8. (Previously Amended) The method of Claim 1 additionally comprising providing 
a push member having a distal end and being adapted to move longitudinally relative to the outer 
surface of the catheter, and engaging the hemostatic material with the distal end of the push 
member and advancing the push member so as to advance the hemostatic material over the 
catheter and into contact with the outer wall of the blood vessel. 

9. (Previously Amended) The method of Claim 8 additionally comprising holding 
the hemostatic material in position using the push member while removing the catheter fiom the 
blood vessel wound, 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A method for closing a blood vessel wound, comprising: 
t^rovidine a guidewire extending through die wound and out of the patient: 
providiT)g an elongate catheter: 

looattng - fli e woun dt 

poaitioninfl - a surgicQl j - aat^ ^a^ri -advancing the catheter over tfae_guidswire s o that 
a portion of the t mplBment -oatheter extends through the wound and a portion extends out 
of the wound, an outer diameter of the catheter adjacent the wound being greater than an 
outer diameter of the wound m d-so that the st arfliool implem e n t ^atheter engages edges of 
the wound so as ^o substantially gkias -plug t he wound; 

providing a hemostatic material; 

positioning the hemostatic material ^ettt -substantiallv circumferentiallv around 
an outer surface of the ignotemen toatheter : and 
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advancing the hemostatic material distally over the surgioal imulemont elongate 
catheter so that the hemostatic material engages an outer wall of the blood vessel adjacent 
the wound. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 10 additionally comprising providing an access 
passage to the wound. 

12. (Original) The metiiod of Claim 1 1, wherein the acc^ passage is provided by a 
plurality of elongate retractor arms, 

13. (Previously Amended) The method of Claim 1 1 additionally comprising applying 
suction to clear a field surrounding the wound prior to advancing the hemostatic material. 

14. (Currently Atnended) The method of Claim 1 0 additionally comprising removing 
the i - mpl e ment cathgtgLfrom the wound and holding the hemostatic material in place on the 
wound after the implem<«rt -catbeter h as been removed so that the material becomes at least 
partially soaked with blood ficm the woimd. 

1 5 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the catheter g Hr-^eal 
implemGat -comprises a guidewire. 

16. Cancelled 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1014, wherein a tip of the catheter is 
extending through the wound. 

1 8. (Ori^nal) The method of Claim 17, wherein the catheter is removed j&om the 
wound after the hemostatic material is disposed adjacent the wound. 

1 9. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein the hemostatic material comprises a 
sponge-like material comprising a hemostatic agent. 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 10, wherein the hemostatic material 
is positioned on ttie c^hgter ^curgiofll implomc^ by poking the jtegt^a ^catheter through the 
hemostatic material. 

21. (Original) The meihod of Claim 20, wherein the hemostatic material comprises a 
first layer and a second layer, the first layer being highly elastic, the second layer comprising a 
hemostasis agent. 

22. (Original) The method of Qaim 10 additionally comprising applying adhesive to 
the hemostatic material. 
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23. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 10 additionally comprising providing 
a push member having a distal end and being adapted to slide over the cathetcrw rgaeal 
implomont, and engagbag the hemostatic material with the distal end and advancing the push 
member so as to advance the hemostatic material over the impl e men t catheter . 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 23, wherein the push member 
comprises a lumen, and the lumen substantially simounds the cathete r ourgiool implomont . 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 24 additionally comprising removing 
the catheter surgiool impletn e nt -from the wound and push member lumen, and advancing a | 
second hemostatic material through the push member lumen into contact with the first hemostatic 
material. 

26. (Currently. Amended) The method of Claim 24 additionally comprising removing 
the catheter BUtgiool implem e nt -from the wound and push member lumen, and inserting flowable j 
adhesive through the push member lumen into contact with the hemostatic material. 

27. (Withdrawn) An assembly for closing a blood vessel wound, the assembly 
comprising: 

an elongate catheter accommodating a guidewire threaded therethrough, the 
catheter configured to slide over the guidewire so that a tip of the catheter extends into a 
blood vessel wound; 

a hemostatic material comprising a hemostasis-facilitating agent; and 
a push member adapted to slide relative to the catheter, the push member having a 
lumen adapted to communicate a flowable adhesive therethrough. 

28. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 27 additionally comprising a retractor 
having at least two retractor arms adapted to selectively open and close around the catheter. 

29. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 28 additionally comprising a rod slidable 
within the push member lumen. 

30. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 27, wherein the catheter has a lumen 
connectable to a source of suction and has a hole formed through a wall thereof near a distal end 
of the lumen 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 30, wherein the catheter comprises at least 
two lumens. 
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32. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 30, wherein the catheter comprises a single 

lumen. 

33 . (Withdrawn) An assembly for closing a vascular wound, comprising: 

a surgical implement configured to extend at least partially through a vascular 

woundj 

a hemostatic material member comprising a hemostatic agent; and 

a push member configured to be longitudinally slidable relative to the surgical 

implement^ the push member adapted to engage and push the hemostatic material 

longitudinally over the surgioal implement. 

34. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 33 additionally comprising an access device 
configured to provide an access passage to the vascular wound. 

35. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 33, wherein the surgical implement 
comprises a guidewire. 

36. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 35, wherein the surgical implement 
comprises a catheter, the catheter being slidable over the guidewire. 

37. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 36, wherein the hemostatic material member 
and the push member are mounted onto the catheter so as to slide longitudinally over the 
catheter, and the hemostatic material member is mounted distally of the push member. 

38. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 33, wherein the push member comprises an 
elongate body and a proximal handle portion, and a longitudinal lumen is formed through tiie 
push member. 

39. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 3 8 additionally comprising an elongate 
release rod, the rod configured to slidably fit tiirough tiie push member lumen. 

40. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 38, wherein the push member body has a 
plurality of holes formed through a side wall thereof near a distal end of the body 

41 . (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 33, wherein the hemostatic material member 
comprises a first layer having relatively high elasticity and a second layer comprising a 
hemostasis agent, and the first and second layers are attached, 

42. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 41, wherein the first and second layers are 
attached to each other by a cement. 
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43. (Wiflidrawn) The assembly of Claim 41, wherein the first and second layers are 
integrally formed. 

44. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 41, whereiji the hemostatic material member 
is configured so that a ptmcture hole through the first and second layers is substantially sealingly 
closed by the elastic first layer. 

45. (Withdrawn) The assembly of Claim 44, wherein the surgical implement extends 
through a puncture hole through the fir^t and second layers. 

46. (Previously Added) The method of Claim 1, wherein the hemostatic material 
comprise a blood clotting agent. 

47 . CE>reviously Added) The method of Claim 46, wherein the hemostatic material 
does not enter the wound. 

48. (Previously Added) The method of Claim 1 additionally comprising providing a 
means for locking the hemostatic material in place, and advancing the locldng means over the 
catheter to a point adjacent the hemostatic material. 

49. (Previously Added) The method of Claim 48, wherein the locking means 
comprises swept-back arms. 

50. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 10, wherein the ffHr^ool implei - a ^t 
catheter flexes the edges of the blood vessel wound. 

5 1 . (Previously Added) The method of Claim 1 0, wherein the hemostatic material 
comprises a blood clotting agent. 

52. (Previously Added) The method of Claim 5 1 , wherein the hemostatic material 
does not enter the wound. 
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